UW-Platteville Ways of Knowing, Ways of Practice Project Description

Philip Parker, Associate Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Tim Zauche, Assistant Professor of Chemistry and Engineering Physics

Our project consisted of creating and testing a “Time Log” to log all of our hours associated with our jobs: teaching, professional development, and service.  We then created a SALG (Student Assessment of Learning Gains) instrument to assess student learning associated with various teaching tasks.  Specifically, Dr. Zauche was interested in how students perceived his group projects to enhance their learning, while Dr. Parker was interested in the relationship between time spent in grading and student learning.

As a result of this study, we found that:

· we rarely have more than 10 consecutive minutes to spend on a single task;

· we were moderately happy with the SALG instrument;

· time spent on tasks often does not correlate with the amount of student learning.

Dr. Zauche implemented the SALG and found that:

· students wanted group projects integrated into the classroom discussions/lectures;

· students were dissatisfied with the lab manual;

· 82% felt that there was “some,” “a fair amount”, or “a great deal” of learning of engineering applications associated with the chemistry field.

As a result of this study, we will implement the following:

· Dr. Parker is going to set aside 1 hour of each day with his office door closed to complete teaching-related tasks;

· Dr. Zauche will integrate group projects into more classes;

· we will continue to administer the SALG instrument in our courses, both in the middle of the semester as well as the end of the semester;

· we will attempt to communicate to students that the purpose of homework and projects are to enhance their learning and are not only a means of assessment.

In conclusion, this was a very informative project that will enhance our teaching and students’ learning.  We are grateful for the opportunity that the Ways of Knowing, Ways of Practice online workshop provided us.

