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SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 28, 2003

7:45 REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
Engineering Hall Lobby 

WELCOME Paul Peercy, Dean, College of Engineering 

 

8:15 Effective Practices for Student Learning 
1800 Engineering Hall 

Share “best practices” for student learning. What works, what doesn’t, 
and how they know. This forum will be based on excerpts from How 
People Learn and from other publications that provide clear, 
consistent, and comprehensive descriptions of instructional strategies 
for enhanced student learning. These will include “Seven Principles of 
Good Practice in Undergraduate Education” (AAHE), “fourteen general 
research- based principles for improving higher learning”(Angelo), and 
“ten principles of learning” (Joint Task Force on Student Learning 
created by AAHE, ACPA, and NASPA). 

 

9:00 ADJOURN TO WORKSHOPS  

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/services/elc/
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/services/elc/tip/
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062074700
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062076500
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062079200


9:15
Choose One

 
A1. Active Learning - Wake up and Learn! 
A2. Reaching Out To Students Who Need Help 
A3. Understanding How People Learn 
A4. Creating an Inclusive Classroom Community 
A5. Writing Research Papers 

10:45  BREAK  

11:00
Choose One

 
B1. Multi-Cultural Perspectives in the Classroom: Teaching and 
Learning with Diverse Students 
B2. Knowing What Students Know: Informal and Formal 
Assessment Strategies and Resources 
B3. Using Case Studies in Science and Engineering 
B4. Building Your Professional Image and Presentation Style as a 
Teacher and Learner 

12:25  OVERALL EVALUATION  

12:30  WORKSHOP LUNCHEON: Continuing our conversations 
109 Union South 

What did we learn? How can we learn more? How can we continue 
our discussions? 

Coordinators: 
Sandra Shaw Courter 
Director, Engineering Learning Center 

 

1:30  ADJOURN  

2:00  DEPARTMENT ORIENTATIONS 
(Check with your department) 

 

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062085500
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062091500
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062091800
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062095400
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062097200


A1
Back to
session A

 A1. Active Learning - Wake up and Learn! 

Although the academic life of an undergraduate engineering student 
consists primarily of listening to lectures, research indicates that more 
active forms of learning can significantly enhance student 
understanding and can lead to a more enjoyable academic 
experience. In this interactive workshop, we will discuss the strengths 
and weaknesses of active and passive learning approaches. We’ll talk 
about some of the challenges associated with implementing active 
learning strategies in the classroom, and we’ll hear from experienced 
faculty and TA’s who have successfully built these approaches into 
their instructional environments. 

Coordinators: 
Jeffrey Greeley,Teaching Assistant, ChE 

Facilitators: 
Michael Morrow, Faculty Associate, EC 

 

A2
Back to
session A

 A2. Reaching Out To Students Who Need Help 

Life on a university campus can be exciting, challenging, and stressful 
for students. As Teaching Assistants, we have closer contact with 
students than many faculty do, so we are uniquely well-situated to 
help our students survive the experience. At one time or another, all 
students have problems, whether personal, social, or academic. This 
workshop will focus on ways in which TAs can respond to this reality. 
We will discuss ways that TAs can be both reactive, by identifying and 
responding to students who are having problems; and proactive, by 
creating a healthy learning environment for students. 

Coordinators: 
Rob Olson, Teaching Assistant, Engineering Mechanics 

Facilitators: 
David LaCocque, Counselor, College of Engineering 
Margaret Nellis, University Health Services 

 

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062080100A1
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062080100A2


A3
Back to
session A

 A3. Understanding How People Learn 

Did you realize that some people actually study how people think? The 
study of how people learn is known as cognition. Studying cognition 
can help us in many ways: design better curriculum, teach for 
understanding, make courses more engaging, design better learning 
environments, and create a generation of lifelong learners. In this 
workshop you will define cognition, explore the implications of a 
cognition-centered classroom, and begin discussion of “transfer.” 

Facilitators: 
Gina Svarovsky, Education Psychology 
Sandra Courter, Engineering Learning Center 

 

A4
Back to
session A

 A4. Creating an Inclusive Classroom Community 

Are you interested in finding out how to make your classroom a 
supportive and welcoming place for all students? Do you want to make 
your class accessible to a wide diversity of students, but aren't sure 
how to do so in an engineering context? Are you concerned that 
students may not learn as much as they could from your class 
because they feel isolated? This workshop offers a discussion about 
how to make engineering classrooms inclusive and accessible to all 
students, as well as how to facilitate student learning in a classroom 
community. Participants will leave with a sense of how to connect 
what they've learned in the workshop with the course they will be 
teaching in the fall as well as learn about opportunities to explore more 
deeply these important issues in teaching and learning. 

Coordinators: 
Thiagarajan Sivanadyan, Teaching Assistant, ECE 

Facilitators: 
Alice Pawley, Research Assistant, IE 
Chris Carlson-Dakes, Associate Director, Learning Community 
Development, CIRTL 

 

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062080100A3
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062080100A4


A5
Back to
session A

 A5. Writing Research Papers 

What's involved with writing a successful peer-reviewed research 
paper? How can you clearly convey your ideas to your audience? This 
workshop will give a broad overview of the various components and 
the nitty-gritty. 

Coordinators: 
Shamik Valia, Teaching Assistant, ECE 

Facilitators: 
Robert Barmish, Professor, ECE 

 

B1
Back to
session B

 B1. Multi-Cultural Perspectives in the Classroom: Teaching and 
Learning with Diverse Students 

Multiple cultural perspectives provide both opportunities and 
challenges for teaching and learning. But, sometimes instructors are 
not aware of gender and ethnic-based issues and thus their teaching 
practices do not respond to them. This workshop will discuss both 
successful practices to use when dealing with a diverse audience as 
well as some common mistakes and pitfalls to avoid. 

Coordinators: 
Brian Hawkins, Teaching Assistant, ChE 

Facilitators: 
Madhu Verma, Wisconsin Center for Education research 
Sussan Nossal, CIRTL Faculty 

 

B2
Back to
session B

 B2. Knowing What Students Know: Informal and Formal 
Assessment Strategies and Resources 

No one assessment technique can completely describe or measure 
what a student understands. Multiple strategies are necessary. These 
can include, but are not limited to, student writing, collaborative 
projects, observations, journals, and portfolios, as well as, the more 
commonly used quizzes, homework, and tests. 

Coordinators: 
Rohit Bobade, Teaching Assistant, IE 

Facilitators: 

 

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062080100A5
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062086400B1
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062086400B2


James A. Wollack, Testing & Evaluation Services 
Joan Kwako, Math Education 
Sandra Courter, Engineering Learning Center 

B3
Back to
session B

 B3. Using Case Studies in Science and Engineering 

The case method is a technique for helping students develop real-
world engineering and science skills. Discuss the benefits to both 
students and instructors, as well as, some tips to help you get started. 
Discover what cases have already been published in your field and 
see if you can use or adapt them. Take this opportunity to tailor your 
own course and to focus on the particular knowledge and skills you 
want your students to acquire. 

Coordinators: 
Karthik Krishnan, Teaching Assistant, ECE 

Facilitators: 
Michel Wattiaux, Assistant Professor, Dairy Science 
Department 

 

B4
Back to
session B

 B4. Building Your Professional Image and Presentation Style as a 
Teacher and Learner 

Are you comfortable with your style of presenting your subject 
material? Take this a step further and get ideas across with more 
clarity and conciseness. Discover tips to be a more effective presenter 
both in the classroom and in your career. 

Coordinators: 
Mariam Gonzalez, Teaching Assistant, ChE 
Thiagarajan Sivanadyan, Teaching Assistant, ECE 

Facilitators: 
Tom McGlamery, Professor,EPD 
Regina Murphy, Professor, Ch & Biological Engg. 
Navrina Singh, Teaching Assistant, ECE 
Yuri Ramirez, Teaching Assistant, IE 

 

 

http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062086400B3
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?tip1062086400B4
http://www.engr.wisc.edu/clientbin/elc_tip_edit1?add
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